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ing under one common designation men who, like Benedict Arnold; 
deliberately betrayed their native country, and men who, like Gage, 
Dunmore, and others, merely came here under a royal appointment, 
and probably had no intention of fixing their permanent residence in 
America. So, too, we think a strict observance of the limitations of his 
subject would have excluded the names of Arnold's second wife, of 
Lady Frankland, and of most of the other women mentioned in the 
second edition, as well as of the Rev. Eli Forbes, sometime minister 
of Brookfield and of Gloucester in this State, whose name appears for 
the first time in the new edition, and of others who are noticed in both 
editions. It is indeed certain that Mr. Forbes was at one time re- 
garded as unfriendly to the popular cause ; but Mr. Babson, the careful 
and accurate historian of Gloucester, says that it was a " groundless 
suspicion," and we are inclined to concur in this opinion. If Mr. Sabine 
has erred in any respect, it is in including persons whose position was 
so equivocal that they might sometimes be regarded as Tories and 
sometimes as Whigs, and who, from timidity or from dislike of extreme 
men and measures, never openly committed themselves to either party. 
Persons of this class would be properly enumerated in a Catalogue of 
Trimmers, but they scarcely belong in a Dictionary of Loyalists. 

The names which would be excluded under these limitations are not 
numerous, but Mr. Sabine's book would be made better by their omis- 
sion ; and where there is so little room for criticism, we should be glad 
to bestow unouahfied praise. 



7. — A Commentary on the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, Critical, 
Doctrinal, and Homiletical, embodying for Popular Use and Edifica- 
tion the Results of German and English Exegetical literature, and 
designed to meet the Difficulties of Modern Scepticism. With a Gen- 
eral Introduction, treating of the Genuineness, Authenticity, Historic 
Verity, and Inspiration of the Gospel Records, and of the Harmony 
and Chronology of the Gospel History. By William Nast, D. D. 
Cincinnati : Poe and Hitchcock. 1864. Large 8vo. pp. 760. 

The substance of this work was originally published about two years 
ago in the German language. It forms part of a projected Commentary 
on the whole New Testament, which the author was induced to under- 
take at the instance of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, for the benefit of his countrymen in the United States, 
among whom he has labored for many years as a missionary. The 
work having been favorably received both in this country and in Ger- 
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many, it now appears, with considerable changes and additions, in an 
English dress. Dr. Nast has had the means of becoming well ac- 
quainted with the character and. influence of the scepticism prevalent 
in Germany, as he was educated in the University of Tubingen, and 
was for six years the classmate and room-mate of the celebrated Dr. 
Strauss. 

The title of the present volume describes its purpose so fully, that it 
only remains to speak briefly of the manner in which the author has 
executed the task proposed. The Introduction, which occupies about 
160 pages, appears to us the most valuable portion of the work. " My 
object," Dr. Nast observes in his Preface, " was to preserve, for the 
instruction and edification of the Church, those portions of the different 
works on the genuineness, authenticity, and historic verity of the Gospel 
records which, after accurate comparison, I found to contain the very 
best that has been written on one or the other point, — and to bring the 
different testimonies within one focus and into a new relation to each 
other. Such a preservation and combination of arguments — incapable 
of material improvement — I judge to be far preferable to any attempt 
to bring out the old arguments in a new dress merely for the sake of 
imparting to them an appearance of originality." In accordance with 
this plan, he quotes very freely from many of the best writers on the 
subjects referred to, the longest extracts being made from Mr. Norton's 
" Evidences of the Genuineness of the Gospels." On the character of 
Christ regarded as " stamping a divine seal on the Gospel history," he 
gives a series of striking passages from Young, Bushnell, Schaff, Nor- 
ton, and Ullmann. Westcott, Fairbairn, Alford, Mansel, and Rawlin- 
sod are among the authors cited most frequently on other points treated 
of in the Introduction, though many others are occasionally quoted. As 
regards the chronology and harmony of the Gospel narratives, the re- 
cent and truly valuable work of the Rev. Samuel J. Andrews, " The 
Life of our Lord upon the Earth," is followed. Though Dr. Nast has 
wisely preferred to give, as far as practicable, the precise language of 
the writers to whom he is chiefly indebted, instead of borrowing their 
thoughts and passing them off as original, his Introduction is not a mere 
piece of patchwork, but is well digested and arranged. It does not meet 
all the demands of the subject, but we know no other work in which so 
much valuable matter pertaining to the history and criticism of the 
Gospels is brought together in English in a popular form. 

The commentary on Matthew and Mark is accompanied by the text 
of the common English version, divided into appropriate sections, to 
which, when necessary, an introduction is prefixed. The commentary 
proper immediately follows the text ; the homiletical suggestions are in 



1864.] Harkness's Latin Grammar. 617 

part printed by themselves, as an appendix to the commentary, and in 
part are interwoven with it. The purely philological, archaeological, 
and critical notes are printed in a smaller type at the bottom of the 
page. The commentary, which is practical rather than critical, is 
mainly a compilation from numerous German and English writers, 
among whom Stier and Lange, Trench and Alexander, are perhaps the 
most prominent. The author himself cannot be regarded as a thorough 
and accurate scholar ; and occasionally his errors are surprising. For 
example, speaking of the manuscripts of the New Testament, he says, 
" Of the existing manuscripts none are written on papyrus, but on vel- 
lum or paper of later origin Not more than six manuscript frag- 
ments on vellum are known to be extant." (Page 16.) Now the fact 
is, that of the manuscripts of the New Testament which have come down 
to us, a large majority are written, not on paper, but on vellum or parch- 
ment. There are more than five hundred manuscripts of this class 
containing the Gospels in whole or in part. (See the Catalogue of 
MSS. prefixed to Scholz's edition of the Greek Testament.) In his 
note on Matt. i. 1, after explaining the meaning of the word " Christ " 
as " the Anointed," Dr. Nast remarks : " In a similar sense in which 
Jesus was called ' Christ,' believers are called ' Christians,' ' Anointed 
ones.' " (!) The work of Dr. Nast is of little value in a philological 
or critical point of view ; but as a popular and practical commentary 
it will, perhaps, compare not unfavorably with most of those in common 



8. — A Latin Grammar for Schools and Colleges. By Albert Hark- 
ness, Ph. D., Professor in Brown University. New York: D. 
Appleton & Co. 1864. 12mo. pp. 355. 

Many of our readers well remember that old companion of their 
school-boy days, Gould's edition of Adam's Latin Grammar. It was 
a good book in its day, much superior to its immediate predecessor, 
and rendered excellent service in classical education. The manual of 
the Messrs. Andrews and Stoddard, which took its place, was a far bet- 
ter work, constructed on a more scientific basis, and with high claims 
to completeness and accuracy in the exposition of the principles of the 
language. It is far from our purpose to find fault with this well-known 
book, but we think that, with all its acknowledged merits, H is destined 
to give place, after its long career of usefulness, to the work of Professor 
Harkness, now before us. 

A new Grammar has been needed, conformed to the present advanced 
state of Latin philology, and the difficult task seems at length to have 



